Home & Garden Columns Attachment 2

East Bay Then and Now: A Yankee Bricklayer's Creation, Bonita Hall
Endures Berkeley Daily Planet
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- [ the comer of Bomiin Avenue (B SwnRi B 5
and Beorkcley Way stands an ¢legant Colomial Revival
beick bailding that might have been trnsplanted whole
T a Mew England sown, whers it maght kave served
s o Masonic lodge.

Broniea Hall was, in feer, & vene for local lodpes
dharing the first three docadies of the 20th comury.
Beginnimg in 1904, the assembly hall on iis second
Moo s wrepd by |ocal chaptors ol anganasitons such
as the Malive Daughters of the Ceolden West, Ciramd
Army al the Republic, Daaghters of Pezabontas,
Knights of the Maccahees, Ancient (Onder of Foresiers,
Mbodderm Woesdmen of America, Knights of Pythias,
Creder of Oryls, and Companions of the Fored. Hone
PR ﬂl:}_rtidn!'!’-ujflmll_mm bnnqwll-.memHHﬂ
o ; TS| parties. musical enterlainments, basars, baonkan
mmﬂm'iﬂﬂﬁ”m“"“" sociaks, The Berkeley haschall icam gave a bop here on
’ | the lirst Satandy i Seplemiber 1906, Entre Nous,
socil organdmizon of Berkeley voung people, held its

instial dance here in June 1913,

A sowinl hall may not hane been whan the baildimg s owner, Willam G, Biack, mitially had inmird. Black {1865
1943}, 0 Maise-born brick masen sed comracion, seeded & warc for his barsi Wi b took ol &
building permat on Aug. 30, 1905, it was for a brick dwellmg of oo stories, The “dwelling™ entry was probabdy a
cherical eror—HBlnack did mot regquine a new dwelling, having moved only the previows vear imio p large lalisate
b ot 1930 Delaware S0 two shart blocks s tha norlk

In mowing 1o his new residence, Black didn’t hawve far to go. From BE98 1o 1904, the Block family resided o block
by the: easl, i o charmang Vielosian cottage ol 20012 Delawane S0 Faglier seill, between 1394 anad 1897, they owmned
and oocupied a similar Vicborian cottage a4 1612 Virginia 52, All three howses are stll standing

Mobody knows why and how Willism G, Blsck and kis wife, Luclla F. Parsoas, came 1o setile in Berkeley. They
first appeared in the aity dErectony in 1804, breily resichng a1 1937 Berkeley Way—only kalf a block away From
the site where they would build Bonim Hall. Lisells, 18 months older then her bashand, hailed from Mlymouth,
Mass. Her sealaring faher dicd while she was il @ chald, and perhags thes carly boss instlled is her sl -
sufficiency, for she appears 1o bave been the family”s business head. One newspaper account described her a
eoitrgetod, and all the Blscks’ propenies, which midtipheod from yesr oo vear, wens registered [n ber rame,

The Blacks married in 18RS, Two twin daughters, Hattic and Fielen, were born 1o thom im 1591 while they wore
living im Massncharsetis. In 1900, the 1.5, cersus mber found them in Berkeley, residing i 2002 Delaware S1.
wilh Luella’s widovwed msothor, Ellen Parsors. Mrs PParsons was doclanod irsane in 1S Nar did e Blacks sec
happiness in their daughters, both of whomn marnied precipitately and were divorced within fwo vears. In addition,
the: Fanily ' aremals were the victims of a dog poisoner e horse thieves,

On the business. fronl, bovever, all wenl swimmingly. Inan asdecioas promational ploy, William wsed both his
restdenes and Bonita Hall as sanding advertisements for his Greplace- and chimneyv-hullding abilities, Twa
lireplaces vwore imstalled on the exteriar wall of Boria Hall above streat level, The Black bome a1 1930 Delawarne
51, whoss bracketed laliamate stvle dates it o ihe 18705 or carlier, received three Ams and Crafis clinker brick
chimrey s, one of them imgemioush porforatod 1o exposs o avall window. This house was cvidently mosed from
an unknoswm location to its current site arourd 19402, since the assessment records show po improvensents on the
lod wniil 113,
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The elinker brick chimneys were part of o general remadel the Blacks performed on their mew howse hefore

muwing in. Another medable Sratan is the squane cupala on the roof, alse seen on Bonita Hall, Fire insuransoe maps
show that afier 1903, the house was enlarnged towserd the rear. |5 sscessed value more than tripled in one year, :
risingg (roi 5500 in 1903 vo 51800 in 1904 By 1906, the Blacks had soqainad the two adjoining bots vo the south,
corsiructing & waler iower and an nocessory building that included o stnbde for their horses.

‘The year | was o waershed for the Blacks, as inwas for Berkeley, The knflux of San Fraecksoo canhiquake :
refugees swelled the city's population, riggering an unprecedented building boom. The Blacks wasted no time i
gequiring the remalning thres vacant lots soith of thelr homesteul, This parchase put bn thelr hand the entine east

side of Bonita Ave. betwoem Delawane Stroet and Hearst Avenue. On the three southem s they enectod lfour :
identical two-story Colonial Revival houses, of which ondy ane, 1807 Bonits Ave., remairs, The other three were
demolished in the 19605 for BART constnaction along Hearst Avenua,

Alsoin 1Mk, the Blacks built o commercial store building @ 194246 Bonita Ave. This chanming twossiony
hullding survives peactically intact, Sl om a roll in 1912, the Blacks added o warchouse and mable 1o Bonita :
Fafl. ;

While the Blacks were residing at 3012 Delmwvare 5S4, srchizect and Civil W veteran William H. Whardt buili
Tl Bt Ml door, on the commer of Mitvia Sereel. The Wharll hoaese, a lacps Colonial Bevival alTair clad

in cluphoard, inexplicably rises from o bose of clinker bricks, a motenial also used in the from stairs’ parmpets. Did
Willzasy HEsCE bunld the Bnck pans and perhaps even b cntee Bouse” And dsd 'Whartl, a lellow Mans native, :
advise on the design of Bonitn Hall? 'WherdE, o sonior memdbser of the bocal Grand Army of the Republic lodge, was
likely the one who encouraged Black w ingliuds 3 lodpe hall in his warchouse bullding. :

Abaut 19140, the bailding's ground-floor spocs was kased o the ULC. Express & Storage Company for its :
warehouse, bt by the early 19205, the company had moeed io 2030 Berkeley 'Way, The Blocks® linle empire :
callapsed about this timae, The reasons ang unknism, but Luclla’s death may have been the trigger. |n 1925, the :
huilding was Esied in the city direciory as the American Legion clsbhouse, The ground floor was copverled ingon
10-car garage. :

William Bisck maoved 1o the Dansille anea, whene he was recorded by the 1930 LLS. censis a5 @ 65-year-okl :
widower working s an “on the job™ bricklsyer, He died in Sanin Cnae in 1943, The Blacks® successor at 1930 :
Defanane 5L was William M. Hartsbomn {1861 -1947), a laborer and former fireman. 10 the mid-1920s, he replaced
the siables with n foursumit bangabow count, still siandirg ar 1803 1804 Bonita. The bouse itsel§ was converied 1o
fewr apariments hefine 1950 :

A ke Depression decpened, Bonita Hall stood empty, while the ramber of the homeless unemploved increased.
Om Mow, 1, 1935, the Oakland Tritune seported that since lemisny of that veae, the Berkeley YMOA had :
“furnizhed 4,737 beds #o neady irensients and other deservimg men [ ... In addition, 5,233 free meals wone served

i transbents in Bonits Hall, former American Legion headgisniers which has boen fited s with beds and ishles

1o proside for necds of transient uncmploved. ™ T da so, the YMCA uliliood funds alloted @ by the Comanunity
Chest. :

Im 1930, Beonits Hall was sequired by Artbor and Giroaos Maserhan, whe commissioned anchitec Clarom:
Mimvhew fo convert the building into a fime fumiture showreom with a neo-Georgian touch. Arthur . Mauerhan
{IBEB-1951 ) was working foe the San Franeiseo furninre store of Gullixson Bros, in 1920 when be me Grace :
Wiarstell Hamnden { 18961986}, a doctor™s daughter from Big Sandy, Montama, nendy arrived in town with her
lwyer hasshand,

Like Luella Black, Grace Worstell had pluck. Anthe age of 15, she lelt homse om ber own initiative, determined 1
goi the high school education unanailable in her runl community. Having arrived in the Bay Arca, she enrolied ai
the Unisersity of Calilomea, recciving her bachelos’s degroe in philosophy in 1905 and her Master™s in 1927, She
was 2 Phi Beta Kappa and an Honomry Traveling Fellvw in Philosopdy.

Im 1923, Grace and Arthur reasried, Several years luer, they lasnched 0 successiul home decorating business. :
Farly practifioners of the Tupgerware sales maethod—perhaps even befoce Tupperwane existed—they introduced
new lines of fumibore or fbrics to invited guests of iea partses in their shownoom. They leat homeoamners
decoralive obgecs to plaee in Useir Bomes o a wal Basas, Grace deliversd loctunss om homse decoraing 1o
wiomen”s clubs around Morthem Californio

Girape's most popular 1096 was “How o Be Your Chwn Interior Decormos, ™ She oflen geoted Willien Mosris, :
“Have nothing in vour house that you do nol know o be useful or believe 1o be bemnifil,” and advocaled the three

landamenial prineiples of function, characier, and beauty, =11 you are forced 1o choose among the ibree, choass in
that order,” she advised.

By 19540, the Muserhan business occupied the entire Bomitn Hall, with fumnitere warchiuses in the adjncent snnex '
asdl v bualdings i the rear. The neaghborieg Cape Cod-stvle house o 1908 Bosita Ave, became a shovwese :
home advertised as the “Little House next door.™ ;

Afber Arhasr"s death in 1951, the usiness hecame Maverhan's-Sames, It continued until 1955, when the husldieg
wis sl The large newspaper ad annouscing the public asction poomised “524 3,780 all new luxarious E
farmishiegs, imipons, lamnps, rugs, woll decor, ontiques, eic, 3 ertiee buildings of exquisite decorator selections,”
trurmgeting the business as “The House of Quality Smee 19377
The building was then converied into tkree floors of offices and renomed Berkeley Bay Commeons, o name that :
s sdmce Fallem ot disise, 11 was desagnated & Uiy of Berkeley Lassdmark in 1979, :
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